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About Coaches vs. Cancer 


 
Coaches vs. Cancer is a nationwide collaboration between 
the American Cancer Society and the National Association 
of Basketball Coaches (NABC) that empowers basketball 
coaches, their teams, and local communities to make a 
difference in the fight against cancer. The initiative 
leverages the personal experiences, community leadership, 
and professional excellence of athletic coaches nationwide 
to increase cancer awareness and promote healthy living 
through year-round awareness efforts, fundraising 
activities, and advocacy programs. 
 
Coaches vs. Cancer provides critical mission outreach, 
while raising funds in support of the Society’s lifesaving 
efforts. Today, high school and Division I, II, and III college 
coaches across the country are involved in the program. 
Coaches vs. Cancer has raised more than $55 million since 
its inception to support the American Cancer Society’s 
work to save lives from cancer.  
 
Last year, more than 2,000 colleges and high schools 
participated in the program.  As a result of the success in 
basketball, the American Cancer Society recently 
announced Coaches vs. Cancer would expand to include 
all athletic events.  We can now support events with any 
sport or team that wants to be involved! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Coaches vs. Cancer Mission 
To increase cancer awareness and promote healthy living 
among students, faculty, school staff, fans, and the 
community at large, through year-round awareness 
efforts, fundraising activities, and advocacy programs. 
 
Because cancer has touched so many of our lives, Coaches 
vs. Cancer offers athletic teams a unique opportunity to 
fight back against the disease. Through integrated 
fundraising activities and public awareness, participating 
coaches are truly making a difference in the fight against 
cancer and raising awareness in their communities about 
the importance of cancer prevention, early detection, and 
making healthy lifestyle choices.  


Background 
Norm Stewart, former head coach of the University of 
Missouri men’s basketball program, cancer survivor, and 
member of the National Association of Basketball 
Coaches, provided the vision and inspiration for Coaches 
vs. Cancer.  He challenged fans to pledge a dollar for every 
three-point shot made by his team.  The concept evolved 
into a nationwide effort uniting coaches, fans, players, and 
communities across the country to fight cancer. 
 
In 1998, the Coaches vs. Cancer Council, which included 
many of the most well-known and successful men’s 
college coaches, was formed.  Over the years, the council 
has helped guide, enhance, and expand the program to 
what it is today.  
 
About the American Cancer Society 
Together with our millions of supporters, the American 
Cancer Society saves lives and creates a world with less 
cancer and more birthdays by helping people stay well, 
helping people get well, by finding cures, and by fighting 
back.  The American Cancer Society is a nationwide, 
community-based voluntary health organization dedicated 
to eliminating cancer as a major health problem. 
Headquartered in Atlanta, Georgia, the Society has 13 
chartered Divisions and more than 3,400 local offices. 
 


 


 


 We welcome the opportunity to share more ideas and 
to bring Coaches vs. Cancer to your school. 


   


 Our staff are happy to help with ideas, resources, and 
support for your event to make it fun and easy.   


 


 100% of the funds raised will support your local 
American Cancer Society Relay For Life, funding the 
lifesaving mission of the American Cancer Society. 


 


 


 


“As players, coaches and fans, we are all on the same 
team when it comes to the fight against cancer.  When 
cancer is defeated, this will be the biggest win that we 
will all share.”   
 


-Norm Stewart, founder of Coaches vs. Cancer and 
longtime men’s basketball coach of the University 
of Missouri. 
 
 


 


Join Our Team in the Fight Against Cancer 
 


For more information, call 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org/coaches 



http://www.cancer.org/coaches






 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


The Coach is the Key Player 


 
As a coach, you’re positioned as a community leader and role model for youth and adults alike.  Coaches vs. Cancer 
presents an excellent opportunity to enhance community relations and create a positive image for yourself, your school 
and your athletic program.  


 
Listed below are suggestions that will help plan and stage a successful event: 


 
 Share your personal commitment to the American Cancer Society’s fight against cancer with the school’s 


athletic department and coaching staff. 
 


 Designate a student as a team leader, who in turn, can engage others such as the student council or 
business class students to help promote and raise funds for the Coaches vs. Cancer program. 


 


 Communicate to fans, supporters, and the student body that they are personally committed to making a 
difference in the community by supporting the American Cancer Society through the Coaches vs. Cancer 
program.  Encourage others to participate in the effort to eliminate cancer as a major health problem. 


 


 Challenge and encourage your opposing teams to participate in Coaches vs. Cancer. 
 


 Promote your involvement at all opportunities, including through campus newsletters, local newspapers, local 
television/radio stations, at league meetings, over the public address system at school and during events. 


 
Coaches serving on the National Coaches vs. Cancer Council include: 


 
 Jim Boeheim, Syracuse University       Lon Kruger, University of Las Vega-Nevada 


 Mike Brey, University of Notre Dame       Mike Krzyzewski, Duke University 


 Jim Calhoun, University of Connecticut      Phil Martelli, St. Joeseph’s University 


 Boggy Cremins, College of Charleston      Oliver Purnell, DePaul University 


 Ed DeChellis, Pennsylvania State University      Orlando “Tubby” Smith, University of Minnesota 


 Fran Dunphy, Temple University       Bruce Weber, University of Illinois 


 Mark Few, Gonzaga University       Gary Williams, University of Maryland 


 Jeff Gamber, York College, PA       Roy Williams, University of North Carolina 


 


 


Join Our Team in the Fight Against Cancer 
 


For more information, call 1-800-ACS-2345 or visit www.cancer.org/coaches 








 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


Fundraising Ideas 


 
Game Day Fundraising Ideas 
Your school can choose one home game during the year and designate it as a Coaches vs. Cancer event including 
special warm ups or uniforms. The game may also be named in memory or in honor of someone from the school or 
community.  


 Add $1 or $2 to the admission fee for a donation 
 Donate the sales of one special item or all concession sales  
 Collect donations from the crowd, pass the bucket, etc. 
 Raffle or door prizes from local sponsors, a 50/50 cash prize 
 Live or Silent Auction 
 Half-time or Time-out contests  


 
Ongoing Fundraising Ideas 


 Collect pledges – use pledge envelopes available from your American Cancer Society to have each player 
collect donations from family, friends, neighbors and local businesses.  


 


 Spare Change Contest - Designate a specific time to collect spare change by homerooms or by class.  Make it 
a competition and offer an incentive for the winner.  


 


 Donation Meal/ Bake Sale - Ask school sponsored groups or athletic teams to donate their time to have a 
free will offering dinner where all proceeds are donated. (Spaghetti, BBQ, Pancake Breakfast, Bake Sale, 
Dessert Buffet) 


 


 Wall of Hope – use paper Coaches vs. Cancer cutouts available from your American Cancer Society to post in 
your gym or around school.  For a small donation, students, teachers and staff can sign them in honor or 
memory of friends and loved ones who have battled cancer. 


 


 Plan a special game or tournament - Schedule and donate all the registration fees and proceeds from an: 
intramural game, powder-puff game, adult: teacher or alumni game, or a special showcase game.  


 
Additional Resources 


 Check out cvc.compet.com to order Coaches vs. Cancer gear to customize and sell for profit. - Create t-shirts 
with fun slogans or team spirit to sell for a profit to students, school staff, alumni, and supporters.  They 
also offer stadium cushions that could be sold and lots of other fun Coaches vs. Cancer gear for your team, 
coaches, and fans! 


 


 Raise money online at www.cancer.org/coaches - Create a personal fundraising webpage to collect 
donations.  No need to walk the neighborhood or keep track of checks and cash. Click on your state page, 
then “Get involved” and sign up! 
 


Others to Get Involved 
 Coaches Association -Get in contact with your local coaches association to spread the word or work as a 


team on a project. 
 


 School Rivalry- Team up with a rival school and have a competition in the weeks leading up to the big 
game to see who can raise the most money – the winner will be announced at the event. 


 
 


 Local Sponsors- local businesses may want to sponsor your Coaches vs. Cancer game, t-shirts, or match the 
funds your school raises. 
 


 Other School groups – parent-teacher organizations, cheerleaders, student council, players’ parents, alumni, 
teachers, school board.  Get everyone you can to be involved and support the cause. 


 


Join Our Team in the Fight Against Cancer 
 


For more information, call 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org/coaches 



http://www.cancer.org/coaches






    


 


 


 


 


Where the Money Goes 
 


Thanks to Coaches vs. Cancer donors, the American Cancer Society is saving lives every day. For nearly a 
century, we have fought for every birthday threatened by every cancer in every community. Together, we 
save lives by:  


 


 Helping people stay well by helping them take steps to prevent cancer or detect it early 
 


 Helping people get well by being in their corner around the clock to guide them through every 
step of the cancer experience 


 


 Finding cures by funding and conducting groundbreaking research into cancer's causes and cures 
 


 Fighting back by working with lawmakers to pass laws to defeat cancer and rallying communities 
worldwide to join the fight  


 
 


 According to a 2000 Gallup survey, cancer is the nation’s leading health concern and rightfully so.  
  


 This year, more than 1.5 million people in the United States will find out they have cancer. 
 


 More than 1,500 Americans die each day from cancer, that’s about one person every one minute.  
  


 By becoming a partner of the American Cancer Society you are helping to find a cure for cancer 
and reduce the burden this disease has on our community.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


The Society is the largest source of 
non-profit, non-governmental 
cancer research funding in the U.S., 
investing about $150 million each 
year.  We’ve funded 44  
researchers who later went on  
to be awarded the Nobel Prize. 


We provide materials and 
educational programs on early 


detection and prevention of cancer 
to your community, your schools, 


and cancer patients.  The  
Society’s wellness and cancer-
detection guidelines can save  


your life and the lives of  
people you know. 


Patient & family support  
services help people with  


cancer during and after  
treatment.  The Society’s Cancer  


Resource Network offers programs  
and services designed to meet the 


needs and concerns of those affected 
by cancer and their caregivers. 


We fight for life-saving laws to  
increase federal research funding, 
reduce tobacco use, promote early 
detection of cancers, improve access 
to care, and support cancer patients. 


Research Education 


Advocacy Service 


*More information available at www.cancer.org  Click on your state. 


 


Join Our Team in the Fight Against Cancer 
 


For more information, call 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org/coaches 



http://www.cancer.org/






 
 


 
 


Your Team Can Help Fight Cancer 
 


You’re invited . . . 
to team up with the American Cancer Society in the fight 
against cancer, through Coaches vs. Cancer. Your 
American Cancer Society staff partner can provide you with 
the materials you need to involve your school in the fight.  
Below are just a few ideas for raising money to benefit 
people with cancer and their caregivers in your community. 


How can you get your school involved in  
Coaches vs. Cancer?  


Create a Wall of Hope 
Use paper basketball cutouts available from your American 
Cancer Society to post in your gym or around the school.  
For a small donation, students, teachers and staff can sign 
them in honor or memory of friends and loved ones who 
have battled cancer. 


Host Halftime Activities 
Invite the crowd to fight back against cancer with three-
point or half-court shoot-against-the-clock competitions.  
Create a contest between school mascots, teachers or 
coaches, cheerleaders or referees, and more. 


Organize a Direct Donation of Ticket Sales, Raffle, or Silent 
Auction Proceeds 
Ask your school to donate part or all of the earnings from 
ticket or refreshment sales at a select game to the 
American Cancer Society.  Another great way to get people 
involved is to hold a raffle or silent auction with donated 
items, and proceeds going to the American Cancer Society. 


Involve Other Groups 
Look to your parent-teacher organizations, cheerleaders, 
student council, other student organizations, players’ 
parents, teachers, the school board, and others to get 
creative in coming up with new fundraising ideas. 


Recruit Local Sponsors 
Use a sample letter provided by your American Cancer 
Society to ask local businesses for a donation in support of 
the fight against cancer.  They could make a donation 
outright, or agree to match the funds your school raises.  
Recognize the businesses at games during halftime over 
your public announcement system. 


 


Read about these successful  
Coaches vs. Cancer events. 


Coaches vs. Cancer Night 
Girls Basketball Head Coach Jim Uitermarkt of Knoxville High 
School (IA) got both the boys’ and girls’ basketball teams 
involved in hosting a Coaches vs. Cancer Night.  Team 
members sold pink “Shooting for a Cure” t-shirts to 
students and fans during the week before the game.  On 
game night, $1 from each ticket was donated to the 
American Cancer Society, and the teams held a silent 
auction with items donated from local businesses.  Fans 
offered donations to create a Wall of Hope to honor cancer 
survivors and those lost to the disease.  Fans wearing pink 
flooded the stands, and everyone participated in a 
ceremony, between games, to honor cancer survivors and 
highlight Coaches vs. Cancer.  Knoxville High School’s 
efforts reaped more than $12,000 to help the American 
Cancer Society fight cancer. 


Shoot-A-Thon 
Boys Basketball Head Coach Jim Daly of Lourdes High School 
(MN) has personal connections with people touched by 
cancer, so he got involved with Coaches vs. Cancer. He 
challenged his players to raise at least $100 each by 
collecting pledges for a Shoot-A-Thon.  To help the team 
understand the importance of the project, a young cancer 
survivor shared the story of his battle with cancer.  Players 
asked family and friends to pledge an amount of money per 
free throw made, out of 100 tries.  Also, during many of the 
home game time outs and half times, announcements were 
made about cancer prevention and early detection to help 
raise cancer awareness in the community.  Through their 
efforts, Lourdes High School raised nearly $11,000 to 
support the American Cancer Society. 


Coaches vs. Cancer Weekend 
Boys Basketball Head Coaches Brad Metzger of Cedar 
Rapids Washington High School (IA) and Adam Loria of Iowa 
City High School used their competition against each other 
to help defeat a common foe – cancer.  The Friday night 
girls’ game featured a “Whiteout to Block Out Cancer.” 
Fans purchased and wore white t-shirts to support the 
cause. During Saturday’s Alumni Basketball Tournament, 
more funds were raised through gate donations and t-shirt 
sales.  The effort culminated that evening with the boys’ 
game on Rivalry Saturday. The end result – more than 
$6,000 raised through gate donations, t-shirt and 
concession sales, and a silent auction to help fund the 
American Cancer Society’s fight against cancer. 


 
 


 


Join Our Team in the Fight Against Cancer 
 


For more information, call 1-800-227-2345 or visit cancer.org/coaches 





